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for the General commanding the troops in the landing operations
conducted by the ist Squadron.

The Ark Royal's seaplanes and the Manicefs kite balloon
were to work with the and Squadron under- Rear-Admiral
Thursby.

The Queen Eli%abeth> flying the Admiral's flag, with Sir Ian
and his General Staff on board, was to be left free to move about
as required.

Although the actual landing pkces were not made public
until the last moment, the naval officers who would be in charge
of transport and beach work were given precise and clearly
defined information as to what would be expected of them.
As the transports arrived from Egypt, the naval officers con-
cerned at once got into touch with the units they were to work
with, and training in rapid and silent disembarkation, handling
boats quietly under oars, landing on the beach, etc., etc., was
energetically proceeded with night and day.

The Admiral's orders prior to the landing covered 30 pages
of printed foolscap, and gave information or instruction on
every conceivable subject, such as control of gunfire in support
of the Army; minesweeping; conduct of the various units if
submarines appeared in the neighbourhood; the nature of the
enemy's gun, torpedo and mine defences; signal arrangements,
visual and wireless; etc., etc. The control of wireless was a
very important matter, since it provided inter-communication
between the Army and the Navy and between a couple of
hundred vessels, including men-of-war of three, and transports
of two nationalities, all sorts of auxiliary vessels, aircraft and
shore stations.

James Somerville, the young Lieut,-Commander attached to
the Staff for wireless duties, by tact, blarney and force of
character, simply ruled the ether and brought its many con-
flicting waves into regular channels.

The Admiral was a great believer in decentralisation, and
having given his instructions and made his wishes clear, he
left the conduct of the operations to the individual to whom
he had confided it, who knew that he would be supported
loyally and not be interfered with if he did his job properly.

On the ijth April the "Military Force Order No. i " was
issued. After giving the strength of the enemy, as estimated,